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Why are we 
all here?

• 1270 expired, cancelled, revoked, inoperative 
Department of Cannabis Control Licenses on 
780 parcels

• 358 Incomplete Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreements (i.e. projects not completed)

• 77% of active LSA’s are non-compliant
• 205 legacy cultivation sites not remediated
• Approximately 1,070 Fish & Game Code (FGC) 

violations not remediated



Site 
Abandonmen

t Is 
Everywhere!
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Why does CDFW care 
about these abandoned 

cultivation sites?



CA North Coast = Biodiversity Hotspot

5/5/2023 75



Sensitive Salmonid Species

Chinook salmon, 

Oncorhynchus 

tshawytscha

Coho salmon, 

Oncorhynchus kisutch



Sensitive Fish 
and Wildlife 

species Southern torrent 

salamander 

Rhyacotriton variegatus

Coastal tailed frog

Ascaphus truei 

Northern red-legged frog 

Rana aurora

Western pond turtle 

Emys marmorata

Amphibians & 

Reptiles 



Sensitive Fish and Wildlife 
Species

Townsend’s big-eared 

bat, Corynorhinus 

townsendii

Northern Spotted Owl, Strix occidentalisPacific fisher, Martes pennanti

Western Bumblebee, 

Bombus occidentalis



So, where do we start the cleanup 
process?



Phase I of Site 
Remediation Process:

Abandoned Cultivation
Site

Contact CDFW
R1LSAEureka@wildlife.ca.go

v

No Violations

Inquire about LSA

Transfer LSA Permit 
ASAP

FGC Violations 
Documented - NOV 

Issued

YES NO

Transfer 
LSA

Conduct 
Site Visit, 
Apply For 

LSA

FGC Violations (Legacy)

Conduct Site Visit with 
Agencies

Apply For LSA

LSA Issued?

mailto:R1LSAEureka@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:R1LSAEureka@wildlife.ca.gov


California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Cannabis Restoration Grant Program 

(CRGP)
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CRGP Funded by Environmental 
Restoration & Protection Account Fund 

(California Revenue and Tax Code Section 34019)
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Purpose of Allocation 
(Revenue and Taxation Code Section 34019(f)(2))

 To facilitate environmental 
stewardship by providing support for 
local partnerships to improve 
environmental conditions in areas 
impacted by cannabis cultivation & 
related activities.



Eligible Applicants

1. California Native 
American Tribes               
(Public Resource Code Section 21073)
• State or federally recognized

2. Nonprofit Organizations 
(Section 501(c), Title 26 of the United States Code)

3. Public Agencies within 
California                             
(e.g., federal and state agencies, RCDs, public 
universities & colleges, counties, cities, joint 
power authorities)
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**Individual cultivators & for-profit 
businesses are not eligible.



Current Funding 
Opportunities

1. Cleanup, Remediation, & 
Watershed Enhancement 
(CRWE)

2. Research and Innovation 
(RIFO)

3. New Tribal Funding 
Opportunity
• Coming Soon!
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CRWE Objectives

• Cleanup, remediate, restore, or enhance 
aquatic, riparian, or upland native 
species habitat (or habitat connectivity) 
impacted by cannabis cultivation or 
related activities

• Minimize the risk of impacts to fish & 
wildlife, as well as human exposure, due 
to toxic materials associated with 
cannabis activities

• Alleviate a limiting factor within the 
impacted environment. 

• Limiting factors are conditions that limit the growth, 
abundance, or distribution of target organisms or a population 
of organisms in a given habitat.
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CRWE Project Types

• Cleanup & Remediation on Qualified Public Land 

• Cleanup & Remediation on Private Land 

• Road Treatments

• Wildlife & Habitat Enhancement

• Water Conservation
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wildlife.ca.gov/cannabis

Resources

Email
CannGrantProgram@wildlife.ca.gov

Cannabis Restoration Grant Program (CRGP)  
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Cannabis-Restoration-Grant

Grower Profiles
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Growers-Corner
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Help is available, but this large-scale effort 
requires collaboration

• Parcel by parcel grant 
applications is suboptimal.

• The scale of this conservation 
effort is immense and requires 
partnerships.

• Collaboration is key!
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Thank you!

Questions?

Scott Bauer
 Environmental Program Manager,

Office of Cannabis

scott.bauer@wildlife.ca.gov



Closing the Chapter:
Community Forum on Abandoned 

Cannabis Cultivation Sites

Waste Discharge Requirements, 
Water Quality Violations & 

Enforcement

Adona White, PE, Water Resource Control Engineer

Agriculture and Enforcement

North Coast Water Board 

Humboldt Association of Realtors  May 13, 2026



Water Boards
• State Water Resources Control Board

• Division of Water Quality
• Division of Water Rights
• Division of Drinking Water

• Nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards
• Regulate Waste Discharges and Threats of Waste Discharge

• North Coast Water Board
• Offices: Santa Rosa & Eureka
• Cannabis General Order compliance
• Enforcement of water quality threats and order conditions
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Cultivation Properties & 
Common Water Quality Threats

•Disturbed Areas 
•Riparian Disturbance
•Stream Crossings
•Roads
•Pesticides, Fertilizers

•Chemicals, Petroleum
•Human Waste
•Solid Waste
•Cultivation waste
•Potting Soil 



Regulatory Strategies for Water Quality Threats at 
Cultivation Properties

• Waste Discharge Requirements
• Cannabis Policy
• Cannabis General Order 
• Water Quality Certification

• Enforcement 
• Coordination
• Progressive Enforcement

• Inspections
• NOVs
• Cleanup and Abatement Orders
• Investigative Orders
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Cannabis General Order Enrollments

• Required for Commercial Cannabis Cultivation
• Tier and Risk Level
• Annual Fees
• Maintain Site Conditions 

• Technical Reports identify remediation obligations
• Site Management Plan - All enrollments
• Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan – High Risk, riparian disturbance 
• Erosion and Sediment Control Plan – Moderate Risk, slopes <35%
• Water Quality Certification application – Instream and wetland work



Water Quality Certifications / 401 Permits

• Required Preauthorization for Instream and Wetland Work
• Required in addition to a CDFW LSAA
• Application and Fee
• Notice of Applicability
• Implementation
• Completion Report
• Monitoring and Annual Fee



Unpermitted Cultivation Properties

•Search warrants, complaints, referrals 
• Water Board Inspection Reports
• Notice of Violation
• Cleanup and Abatement Order
• Water Quality Certification
• Administrative Civil Liability

• Property Lien



Selling 
• Property cleanup
• Terminate Existing Enrollment

• Notice of Termination Form

• Transfer Existing Enrollment
• Outstanding Invoices
• Change of Discharger

• Cleanup and Abatement Order and Water Quality Certifications
• Notify of Change of ownership

• Administrative Civil Liability 
• Property lien



Buying
• Transfer Existing Enrollment

• Outstanding invoices
• Change of Discharger

• Remediation:
• Unresolved violations
• Transfer of Water Quality Certification
• Cleanup and Abatement Orders
• Technical reports

• New Enrollment Applications 
• Avoid common delays:
• Unpaid invoices from previous owner/operators
• Conflicting risk levels
• Unresolved cleanup and/or non-compliance issues



Available Web Resources 
• North Coast home page: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/

• Cannabis program: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/

• Adopted Orders: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/

•  Water Quality Certifications / 401: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certificati
on/

• Notice of Violations: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/notice_of_violation/

• CIWQS Database: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.html#faci
lities

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certification/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certification/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/notice_of_violation/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.html#facilities
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.html#facilities


When to contact the North Coast Water Board
• Cannabis Property Inquiries, email: 

Northcoast.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov 

• CIWQS Records Search (APN, Party, WDID#)

• Identify site conditions with water quality threats
• Enrollment status
• Inspection Report/Notice of Violation identifying 

corrective actions
• History of Compliance Assistance
• Orders issued by the Regional Water Board
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North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
Staff Contact Information

Northcoast.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov – Inquiries & 
General Cannabis Program Correspondence

Adona.White@waterboards.ca.gov – Cannabis Enforcement Inspector

Shannon.Utley@waterboards.ca.gov – Northern Agricultural Unit

Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.gov – Enforcement Coordinator

Kason.Grady@waterboards.ca.gov – Agriculture & Enforcement Division 
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