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The Humboldt Association of Realtors®
Closing the Chapter:
Community Forum on Abandoned Grow Sites

John Ford & Cliff Johnson - Humboldt County Planning & Building
Scott Bauer - California Department of Fish & Wildlife
Adona White - North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
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55466 Site Restoration upon Termination or Abandonment of Commercial Cannabis
Cultivation Sites. Upon termination or abandonment of a permitted commercial cannabis cultivation
site, the operator and/or property owner shall remove all matenals, equipment and improvements on
the site that were devoted to cannabis activities, including but not limited to bags, pots or other
containers, tools, fertilizers, pesticides, fuels, hoop house frames and coverings, Irmigation pipes, water
bladders or tanks, pond liners, electrical lighting fixtures, wiring and related equipment, fencing,
cannabis and cannabis waste products, imported soil and soil amendments not incorporated into
native soil, generators, pumps, and structures not associated with noncannabis permitted use of the
site. If any of the above described or related material or equipment is to remain, the operator and/or

property owner shall prepare a plan and description of the noncannabis continued use of such
material or equipment on the site.



For cultivation sites located in forested resource lands where trees were removed in order to facilitate
cannabis cultivation, and no three (3) acre conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit was
obtained, the property owner shall cause a restoration plan to be prepared by a registered
professional forester, or other qualified professional approved by the County, for the reforestation of
the site. All restoration planning and implementation shall be conducted in conformance with the
performance standard for remediation activities. The property owner shall be responsible for execution
of the restoration plan, subject to monitoring and penodic inspection by the County. Failure to
adequately execute the plan shall be subject to the enforcement provisions set forth in Section 314-
22.4.9.3 and Chapter 1 of Division 5 of this fitle.
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COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

3015 H Street = Eureka CA 95501
Phone; (707] 445-7541 = Fox; [707) 268-3792

DEPARTMENT POLICY STATEMENT NO. 22-02

ISSUE/SUBJECT: Site restoration upon termination or abandonment of commercial
cannabis cultivation permit applications and approved permits

HUMBOLDT COUNTY CODE SECTIONS: Sections 314-55.4.6.6 and 313-55.4.6.6, Site
Restoration upon Termination or Abandonment of Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Sites



ACCESSIBILITY

Cannabis EIR

Cannabis Grant
Programs

Medical Marijuana
Land Use
Ordinance

Cannabis Forms

AGENDAS & PERMIT REPORT A CODE

MINUTES PROCESSING VIOLATION

Home » Portal » Humboldt County's Homepage » Government
» Planning & Building » About Us » Divisions » Cannabis Services

Cannabis Services

Cannabis EIR

Environmental Impact Report for amendments to Humboldt County
Code

Link to page

Cannabis Grant Programs

County Water Quality Improvement Program, formed through the
Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance (CCLUQ), provides grants
as part of the Mitigation and Remediation Fund. This program seeks to
improve water quality impacted by cannabis cultivation from direct

funding from fines and penalties of cannabis civil enforcement actions.
Tha initial fiindina af SEO0 ON00O e ta ba diractad at eadimant radniction

WEB GIS



ACCESSIBILITY

Cannabis EIR

Cannabis Grant
Programs

Medical Marijuana
Land Use
Ordinance

Cannabis Forms

I'm looking for... Search

I
8=

AGENDAS & PERMIT REPORT A CODE
MINUTES PROCESSING VIOLATION

Home » Portal » Humboldt County's Homepage » Government » Planning & Building » About Us » Divisions
» Cannabis Services » Cannabis Forms

Cannabis Forms

o Department Policy on Restoration of

Cannabis Sites after Termination

o Cannabis Permit Transfer Forms

WEB GIS



&) HUMBOLDT

s PLANNING & BUILDING About Us General Plan Permitting Regulations

%

I'm looking for... Search
&=

ACCESSIBILITY AGENDAS & PERMIT REPORT A CODE WEB GIS
MINUTES PROCESSING VIOLATION

Apply for a Home » Portal » Humboldt County's Homepage » Government » Planning & Building » Permitting

P|anning Permit » Apply for a Building Permit

Apply fora Apply for a Building Permit
Building Permit
NOTICE: The 2025 California Building Standards Code
Accela Support The 2025 California Building Standards code becomes effective January 1, 2026. All permit and

Resources plan-review applications submitted on or after this date must comply with the 2025 codes;
applications submitted through December 31, 2025 will continue to be reviewed under the 2022 codes.
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1. Learn What's Required

Start by reviewing the First Time Applying for a Building Permit page. This page explains the
different permit pathways (Regular vs FastTrack), the entire building permit process, and the different
types of projects you can apply for.

o Standard Built Residence

o Alternative-Owner Builder (AOB) Residence

o Accessory Dwelling_Unit (ADU)

o Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU)

o Manufactured Home

o Commercial Projects

o Agricultural Buildings (Ag-Exempt)

o and others

2. Prepare Your Submittal

Next, visit the Construction Documents page to get your application ready. Here you can download
required forms and supporting documents. It also helps you understand:

o When additional documents may be required based on your building site location.
o What types of design professionals may be needed and how to connect with them.

o How to gather and organize your documents before applying

3. Apply on Accela

Once you're ready register for an Accela account, upload required documents, and wait for
review and approval. For help with this process, select a tab below to view step-by-step instructions
for applying through our Accela permit system.
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types of projects you can apply for.

o Standard Built Residence

o Alternative-Owner Builder (AOB) Residence

o Accessory Dwelling_Unit (ADU)

o Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU)

o Manufactured Home

o Commercial Projects

o Agricultural Buildings_(&g-@

o and ofhers

2. Prepare Your Submittal

Next, visit the Construction Documents page to get your application ready. Here you can download
required forms and supporting documents. It also helps you understand:
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Google

humboldt citizens access

AlMode All News Videos Images Forums  Shopping More - Tools -

These are results for humboldt citizens access
Search instead for humbolst citizens access

© Accela
https://aca-prod.accela.com » HUMBOLDT : Default  #

Humboldt Accela Citizen Access

We are pleased to offer our citizens, businesses, and visitors access to government services online, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Login 5
If you are a new user you may register for a free Citizen Access ...

Lookup Property Information 5
Welcome to Citizen Access for the County of Humboldt ... The ...

Accela CommunityView 5

i I — . oa I [ R |



Welcome to Citizen Access for the County of Humboldt

Planning and Building: (707) 445-7541 / Environmental Health: (707) 445-6215

Register for an Account Reports (1) ¥ Login

The Planning and Building Department provides “walk in” Giobal Search l]
service at 3015 H. St. Mon - Thurs from 8:30 AM - to 2:00 PM
(Walk in service closed on Friday).

Digital support by telephone and email remain available during
daily business hours Mon - Fri 08:30 AM to 5:00 PM.

Self service via Accela Citizen Access can be accessed
24x7%x365 for your convenience.

We are now accepting Administrative Permits for Short Term Rentals. Please
click the 'Planning and Administrative Permits' tab to begin your application.
m Pre-Application Planning and Administrative Permits Building more «

Advanced Search =

Welcome to the Citizen Portal

. . . Sign In
We are pleased to offer our citizens, businesses, and visitors access g
to government services online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
In partnership with Accela, Inc., we are fulfilling our promise to USERNAME OR EMAIL:*
deliver powerful e-government services and provide valuable
information about the community while making your interactions
with us more efficient, convenient, and interactive. To use ALL the
PASSWORD:*

services we provide you must register and create a user account.

You can view information, get questions answered and have limited

services as an anonymous user. We trust this will provide you with a

new, higher level of service that makes living and working in our Forgot Password?
community 2 more enjoyable experience.

What would you like to do today? m

To get started, select one of the services listed below:

General Information Pre-Application Remember me on this device
Lookup Property Information Search Applications
Planning and Building Not Registered?

Administrative Permits -
Search Applications

MDCATC AL AOOOLILIT



Welcome to Citizen Access for the County of Humboldt

Planning and Building: (707) 445-7541 / Environmental Health: (707) 445-6215

or an Account Reports (1] ¥ LODW

The Planning and Building Department provides “walk in”
service at 3015 H. St. Mon - Thurs from 8:30 AM - to 2:00
(Walk in service closed on Friday).

Global Search

Digital support by telephone and email remain available during
daily business hours Mon - Fri 08:30 AM to 5:00 PM.

Self service via Accela Citizen Access can be accessed
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Advanced Search =
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Search Results
Your search for GRS returned the fo owing results.

Explore by Category: Records(8) Property Information(1)

RE':'CI rd S All Recards
Showing 1-8 of 8 | Download results
Date Record Number Record Type Project Name Address Status
09/17/2021 g:g;ﬁuzl_ Building Permit — Ag Rd, Whitethorn, CA  Project Evaluation
xemp 95539
03/02/2020 BLD-2020- Building Fast B - cservice R4, Whitethorn, CA  Finaled
51251 Track
95589
09/159/2018 BLD-22410-NA Historic Permits
12/27/2015 BLD-42583-NA Historic Permits 3X
ta= a1 PLN-12590- Historic _ ) : .
12/27/201¢ CUP I SP Withdrawn
o BLD-32032-11- L _
12/13/2010 530-A0B-3 Histornc Permits Whitethorn, CA Issued
9553 ,
05/13/2010 FA0O003073 SRR e e e Inactive

Health Facility




Search Results
Your search for GRS returned the fo owing results.

Explore by Category: Records(8) Property Information(1)

RE':'CI rd S All Recards
Showing 1-8 of 8 | Download results
Date Record Number Record Type Project Name Address Status
09/17/2021 g:g;ﬁuzl_ Building Permit — Ag Rd, Whitethorn, CA  Project Evaluation
xemp 95539
03/02/2020 BLD-2020- Building Fast B - cservice R4, Whitethorn, CA  Finaled
51251 Track
95589
09/159/2018 BLD-22410-NA Historic Permits
12/27/2015 BLD-42583-NA Historic Permits 3X
s PLN-12590- Historic _ ) A
12/27/2016  cyp Planning SP
o BLD-32032-11- L _
12/13/2010 530-A0B-3 Histornc Permits Whitethorn, CA Issued
9553 ,
05/13/2010 FA0O003073 SRR e e e Inactive

Health Facility




Record PLN-12590-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Withdrawn

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Parcel Status Severity: Notice

(D A notice was added to this record on 09/24/2021.
Total Conditions: 1 (Notice: 1)

Application Location

View Condition

I
Whitethorn CA 955890 *

Record Details

A Special Permit for continued cultivation of 7,747 square

Ernmt FICEY AF rampahic within throa £ Aarcambonicoc



Record PLN-2022-17622:
Planning Application
Record Status: Withdrawn - Closed

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Parcel Status Severity: MNotice Vview Condition

@ A notice was added to this record on 02/14/2022.
Total Conditions: 1 ({Motice: 1)

Application Location

I i
Myers Flat CA 95554 *

Record Details

Project Description:

I - 5v-<i! Permi



Record PLN-2022-17622:
Planning Application
Record Status: Withdrawn with Comp Agreement

Record Info = Conditions . Custom Component

® 4 notice was added to this record on 02/14/2022.

Condition: Parcel Status Sewverity: Notice View Condition

Total Conditions: 1 (Notice: 1)

Application Location

Myers Flat CA 95554 *

Record Details

Project Description:
I | C - Special Permit
A Special Permit for 13,840 sq ft of mixed light cannabis
cultivation. The water will be sourced from a permitted
well, seven (7) 5,000 gal rainwater catchment tanks, and a
rainwater pond. The total water storage capacity is 38,550.
Water usage is estimated at 101,875 gal/year. Processing

TE - . 'L} " 1 1 v



Record PLN-11181-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Post Approval Monitoring

Record Info Conditions . Custom Component

(D A notice was added to this record on 07/16/2020.

Condition: Open Enforcement Case Severity: Notice View Condition

Total Conditions: 1 (Motice: 1)

Application Location

Dinsmore CA ¥

Record Details




Record PLN-11460-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Revoked

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Violation Pending Severity: Notice View Condition

(D A notice was added to this record on 11/03/2020.
Total Conditions: 1 (Motice: 1, Met: 1)

Application Location

Record Details

Project Description:

H - Special Permit for 9,850 sf

0D Cannabis Cultivation



Record PLN-11183-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Suspension

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Parcel Status Severity: Notice View Condition

(D A notice was added to this record on 09/03/2021.
Total Conditions: 1 (MNotice: 1)

Application Location

]
Blocksburg CA 95514 *

Record Details

Project Description:
- CUP for 30,840 SF Existing
Outdoor and 17,000 SF Mixed Light
A Conditional Use Permit for 30,840 sf of existing outdoor



Record PLN-11248-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Denied

Record Info - Conditions . Custom Component

The record was LOCKED on 12/10/2025.
Condition: Collections Severity: Lock
Total Conditions: 1 (Lock: 1)

View Condition

Application Location

Record Details

Project Description:
_ Existing outdoor & mixed-light cultivation

of 49,650
A Conditional Use Permit for 58,432 sguare feet of pre-

existing outdoor and mixed light commercial cannabis
cultivation.

* More Details




Record PLN-11026-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Needs Further Review

Record Info Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Parcel Status Severity: Notice View Condition

® A notice was added to this record on 09/06/2022.
Total Conditions: 1 (Motice: 1, Met: 1)

Application Location

I
Willow Creek CA *

Record Details

Project Description:
_Existing 26,000 sq. ft. Qutdoor
The Applicant has amended the application to retire the
site under the RRR program, and will relocate 26,000
square feet of pre-existing cultivation to an unknown
parcel.

» More Details



Record PLN-12590-CUP:
Historic Planning
Record Status: Withdrawn

Record Info - Conditions . Custom Component

Condition: Parcel Status Severity: Notice View Condition

® A notice was added to this record on 09/24/2021.
Total Conditions: 1 {Notice: 1)

Application Location
I
1

Whitethorn CA 95580 ¥

Record Details

Project Description:
I

A Special Permit for continued cultivation of 7,747 square




Historic Planning
Record Status: Withdrawn

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Record Details
added to this record on 09/24/2021.

Processing Status arcel Status Severity: Notice View Condition

ans: 1 (Notice: 1)
Related Records

Attachments
Inspections .ation
I

Whitethorn CA 95589 *

Record Details

Project Description:

o —




Historic Planning
Record Status: Withdrawn

Record Info « Conditions . Custom Component

Record Details
added to this record on 09/24/2021.

Processing Status arcel Status Severity: Notice View Condition

ans: 1 (Notice: 1)
Related Records

Inspections

-ation

I
Whitethorn CA 95589 *

Record Details

Project Description:

o —




Attachments

The maximum file size allowed is 10000 MB.
ade;adp;bat;chm;cmd;com;cpl;exe;hta; htm;html;ins;isp;jar;js;jse;lib;Ink; mde;mht;mhtml;msc;msp; mst;php; pif;scr;sct;shb;s

are disallowed file types to upload.

s ______________________________________________________________________________________________J

12590 Lake or
Streambed
Alteration
Agreement
09.03.21.pdf

12590
Executed
Compliance

12590 cost

report 8-30-21
to 5-31-23. pdf

PLMN-12590-
CUP.pdf

12590 Past

Due Letter.pdf

Agreement. pdf

Record ID

PLM-12590-
CUpP

RLM-12590-
JUP

PLM-12590-
CuUp

PLM-12590-
CUP

PLM-12590-
CuUp

Record Type

Historic Planning

Historic Planning

Historic Planning

Historic Planning

Historic Planning

< Prev

Entity Type

Record

Record

Record

Record

Record

Type

Lake and
Streambed
Alteration
Agreement
(LSaA)

Miscellaneous

Accela Cost
Report

Accela Cost

Report
Correspondence
3 il F

Size Latest Update
1.51 MB 09/09/2021
3.52 MB 01/059/2023
69.27 KB 06/23/2023
215.05 KB 10/31/2024
226.78 KB 02/11/2025
2 9 MNext >

Auctic

Acti

Acti

Acti

Acti

Acti



m Pre-Application Planning and Administrative Permits Building more ¥

Advanced Search -

Search Results

Your search for '221-021-022-000" returned the following results.
Explore by Category: Records(2) Property Information(1)

RE':'CI rd S All Records -
Showing1-2of2 | Download results
Date Record NMumber Record Type Project Name Address Status
EH-BLA-25- Business
10/17/2025 000072 License Approved
Application
Code . laint- C b Mas
06/24/20 Enforcement A'I't"_r"PtE'"" annabs . Case Closed - Abated by Owner
Complaint clivity Cresk, CA

Property Information

Search by Parcel «

Showing 1-1of1 | Download results



m Pre-Application Planning and Administrative Permits Building more

Advanced Search -

Search Results

Your search for '221-021-022-000" returned the following results.
Explore by Category: Records(2) Property Information(1)

RE':'CI rd S All Records -
Showing1-2of2 | Download results
Date Record NMumber Record Type Project Name Address Status
EH-BLA-25- Business
10/17/2025 000072 License Approved
Application
Code . laint- C b Mas
06/24/2021 CE21-1166 Enforcement A'I't"_r"PtE'"" annabs . Case Closed - Abated by Owner
Complaint clivity Cresk, CA

Property Information

Search by Parcel «

Showing 1-1of1 | Download results




m Pre-Application Planning and Administrative Permits

Advanced Search =

Search Results

Your search for '206-141-020-000" returned the following results.

Explore by Category: Records(9) Property Information(1)

Building more ¥

All Record
Records cores M
Showing 1-9of 9 | Download results
Date Record Number Record Type Project Name Address Status
10/19/2021 glg'[]];él]!l— Building Permit  Niesen Demo Expired
Cannabis Search
08/12/2032 EGEE " Warrant: cannabis, InC i A i
f 134 : an?ml:mfn structures, SMA, solid n Compliance Agreemen
P waste
08/12/2021 CO0021824 Site Mitigation no address , |, In Violation
0972021 G577 Iding permi © I
04/09/2021 53734 Building Permit Bldgs Ready to Issue
2o HEIR Case Cluster 1SR -
10/07/2019 CE19-0302 Enforcement ase LiUster Case Closed - Abated by Owner
Complaint cannabis, structures

09/15%/2018 BLD-21162-NA Historic Permits




m Pre-Application Planning and Administrative Permits Building more ¥

Advanced Search =

Search Results
Your search for '206-141-020-000" returned the following results.
Explore by Category: Records(9) Property Information(1)

All Record
Records cores M
Showing 1-9of 9 | Download results
Date Record Number Record Type Project Name Address Status
10/19/2021 glg'[]];él]!l— Building Permit  Niesen Demo Expired
Cannabis Search
08/13/2021 CE21-1249 EGEE £ Warrant: cannabis, In Compliance A E
f13/ Cgrﬁml:mfn structures, SMA, solid n Compliance Agreemen
P waste
08/12/2021 CO0021824 Site Mitigation no address , |, In Violation
BLD-2021- - . e
04/09/2021 £3734 Building Permit Bldgs — Ready to Issue
2o HEIR Case Cluster 1SR -
10/07/2019 CE19-0302 Enforcement ase LiUster Case Closed - Abated by Owner
- cannabis, structures
Complaint
09/19/2018 BLD-21162-NA Historic Permits




Cliff Johnson

cjohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us




California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Abandoned Grow Discussion and Strategy

Scott Bauer

Remediation Program Manager
May 13, 2026

71
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* 1270 expired, cancelled, revoked, inoperative
Department of Cannabis Control Licenses on
780 parcels

358 Incomplete Lake or Streambed Alteration

Why are we Agreements (i.e. projects not completed)

a ll h e re') 77% of active LSA’s are non-compliant
. * 205 legacy cultivation sites not remediated

* Approximately 1,070 Fish & Game Code (FGC)
violations not remediated



Lat: 40.64487 Lon: -123.5974




Why does CDFW care
about these abandoned
cultivation sites?
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Sensitive Salmonid Species

Chinook salmo‘rl,
Oncorhynchus

&=Coho salhnk e
Onéorhynolus:kisutchy

=




Sensitive Fish
and Wildlife
species

Amphibians &
Reptiles

Western pond w
Emys marmoraté®




Sensitive Fish and Wildlife
Species

Towhsend'’s big-eared

‘ ~#¥bat, Corynorhinus

?w ndii

T

Western Bumblebee,

Bombussogeidentalis




So, where do we start the cleanup
process?



Phase | of Site
Remediation Process:

Abandoned Cultivation
Site

Contact CDFW

FGC Violations
No Violations Documented - NOV FGC Violations (Legacy)
Issued

LSA Issued?

Conduct Site Visit with
Agencies

Inquire about LSA

Transfer LSA Permit Transfer Site Visit,

ASAP LSA Apply For Apply For LSA



mailto:R1LSAEureka@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:R1LSAEureka@wildlife.ca.gov

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Cannabis Restoration Grant Program
(CRGP)

CRGP Funded by Environmental
Restoration & Protection Account Fund

(California Revenue and Tax Code Section 34019)

This Photo by Unknown Authoris licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Portion of sales tax on legal cannabis sold in California funds CRGP.

81



CALIFORNIA

Cannabis Restoration
Purpose of Allocation

(Revenue and Taxation Code Section 34019(f)(2))

. ) Promoting licensed and environmentally
To facilitate environmental sustainable cannabis cultivation statewide

stewardship by providing support for
local partnerships to improve
environmental conditions in areas
impacted by cannabis cultivation &
related activities.

Cver $20 million available
to restore watersheds,
support sustainable cannabis
cultivation, and assist
cultivators with permitting
and licensing

Over 2,300 licensed
cultivators are eligible

for grant funding through
partnerships with tribes,
public agencies, educational
institutions, and non-profits

Over 1.5 million Ibs. of

solid and hazardous waste
removed from illicit cannabis
sites on public and private
lands within more than

20 watersheds

Contact the CDFW Cannabis Restoration Grant Program for more
information at CannGrantProgram@wildlife.ca.gov
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Eligible Applicants

1. California Native

American Tribes

(Public Resource Code Section 21073)
* State or federally recognized

2. Nonprofit Organizations
(Section 501(c), Title 26 of the United States Code)

3. Public Agencies within
California

(e.g., federal and state agencies, RCDs, public
universities & colleges, counties, cities, joint
power authorities)

**|ndividual cultivators & for-profit
businesses are not eligible.
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Current Funding
Opportunities

1.

Cleanup, Remediation, &
Watershed Enhancement
(CRWE)

Research and Innovation
(RIFO)

New Tribal Funding
Opportunity

e Coming Soon!




CALIFORNIA
rj Cannabis Restoration

Grant Program

Cleanup, remediate, restore, or enhance
aquatic, riparian, or upland native
species habitat (or habitat connectivity)
impacted by cannabis cultivation or
related activities

Minimize the risk of impacts to fish &
wildlife, as well as human exposure, due
to toxic materials associated with
cannabis activities

Alleviate a limiting factor within the
impacted environment.

* Limiting factors are condlitions that limit the growth,
abundance, or distribution of target organisms or a population
of organisms in a given habitat.

BANNED IN THE U.S.
Common names/brands:
Metamidofos, Monitor,
Tamaron, Filitox, Tamanox.
Metaldane 600, Bitrad
Description: White; solubl
and emulsifiable concentrate
Found: On plants

Routes of exposure: Dermal, inhalation,
ingestion

Symptoms of exposure: Fatigue, weakness,

dizziness, confusion, nausea, vomiting,
blurred vision, headache, sweating, tearing,
drooling, tunnel vision, twitching, abdominal
cramps, tremors, difficulty breathing
Cholinesterase inhibitor: May impair the
nervous system

PPE: Safety glasses, chemical resistant
gloves, organic vapor cartridge respirator with
pesticide pre-filters

Signal words may include: WARNING,
ANGER
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{CAUFGRMA}

Cannabis Restoration
** Grant Program

Cleanup & Remediation on Qualified Public Lan

Cleanup & Remediation on Private Land

Road Treatments

Wildlife & Habitat Enhancement

Water Conservation

St g
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Resources

- Cannabis Restoration

7 Grant Program

Email
CannGrantProgram@wildlife.ca.gov

Cannabis Restoration Grant Program (CRGP)
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Cannabis-Restoration-Grant

Grower Profiles
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Growers-Corner

wildlife.ca.gov/cannabis
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Help is available, but this large-scale effort
requires collaboration

* Parcel by parcel grant
applications is suboptimal.

* The scale of this conservation
effort is immense and requires
partnerships.

* Collaboration is key!
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Closing the Chapter:
Community Forum on Abandoned
Cannabis Cultivation Sites

Waste Discharge Requirements,
Water Quality Violations &
Enforcement

By Adona White, PE, Water Resource Control Engineer
./ .4 TR NN Agriculture and Enforcement

o [ R
B vl \‘?\"_ .1 1 i
! I G
%

CALIFORNIA

Water Boards ’ f . N -
Humboldt Association of Realtors May 13, 2026




Water Boards

State Water Resources Control Board
* Division of Water Quality
* Division of Water Rights
* Division of Drinking Water
Nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards

* Regulate Waste Discharges and Threats of Waste Discharge
North Coast Water Board
* Offices: Santa Rosa & Eureka
* Cannabis General Order compliance
* Enforcement of water quality threats and order conditions
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Cultivation Properties &
Common Water Quality Threats

* Disturbed Areas

* Riparian Disturbance
* Stream Crossings

* Roads

* Pesticides, Fertilizers

* Chemicals, Petroleum
* Human Waste

* Solid Waste

e Cultivation waste

* Potting Soil



Regulatory Strategies for Water Quality Threats at
Cultivation Properties

* Waste Discharge Requirements

* Cannabis Policy
* Cannabis General Order
* Water Quality Certification

e Enforcement
e Coordination

* Progressive Enforcement

* Inspections

* NOVs
 Cleanup and Abatement Orders
* Investigative Orders
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Cannabis General Order Enrollments

* Required for Commercial Cannabis Cultivation
* Tier and Risk Level
* Annual Fees
 Maintain Site Conditions

* Technical Reports identify remediation obligations
* Site Management Plan - All enrollments
* Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan — High Risk, riparian disturbance
* Erosion and Sediment Control Plan — Moderate Risk, slopes <35%
* Water Quality Certification application — Instream and wetland work



Water Quality Certifications / 401 Permits

* Required Preauthorization for Instream and Wetland Work
* Required in addition to a CDFW LSAA

* Application and Fee

* Notice of Applicability

* Implementation

* Completion Report

* Monitoring and Annual Fee



Unpermitted Cultivation Properties

* Search warrants, complaints, referrals
* Water Board Inspection Reports
* Notice of Violation
* Cleanup and Abatement Order
* Water Quality Certification
* Administrative Civil Liability
* Property Lien



Selling

* Property cleanup

* Terminate Existing Enrollment
* Notice of Termination Form

* Transfer Existing Enrollment
* Outstanding Invoices
* Change of Discharger

* Cleanup and Abatement Order and Water Quality Certifications
* Notify of Change of ownership

 Administrative Civil Liability
* Property lien



Buying

* Transfer Existing Enrollment
* Qutstanding invoices
* Change of Discharger

* Remediation:
* Unresolved violations
* Transfer of Water Quality Certification
* Cleanup and Abatement Orders
* Technical reports

* New Enrollment Applications
* Avoid common delays:
* Unpaid invoices from previous owner/operators
* Conflicting risk levels
* Unresolved cleanup and/or non-compliance issues



Available Web Resources

North Coast home page: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/

Cannabis program:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/

Adopted Orders:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/

Water Quality Certifications / 401:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certificati
on/

Notice of Violations:
https.//www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/notice_of_violation/

CIWQS Database:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqgs/publicreports.html#faci
lities



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certification/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/water_quality_certification/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/notice_of_violation/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.html#facilities
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.html#facilities

When to contact the North Coast Water Board

* Cannabis Property Inquiries, email.:
Northcoast.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov

* CIWQS Records Search (APN, Party, WDID#)

* |dentify site conditions with water quality threats

* Enrollment status

* Inspection Report/Notice of Violation identifying
corrective actions

* History of Compliance Assistance

* Orders issued by the Regional Water Board
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North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
Staff Contact Information

Northcoast.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov — Inquiries &
General Cannabis Program Correspondence

Adona.White@waterboards.ca.gov — Cannabis Enforcement Inspector

Shannon.Utley@waterboards.ca.gov — Northern Agricultural Unit

Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.gov — Enforcement Coordinator

Kason.Grady@waterboards.ca.gov — Agriculture & Enforcement Division



mailto:Adona.White@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Shannon.Utley@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Kason.Grady@waterboards.ca.gov
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